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Amendments to the Abstract 

The invention is an audio-video communication and answering system , where the that 
syn e rgistically improves communication between an exterior and an int e rior of a business or 
r e sid e nc e and a remote location, improv e s communication b e tw e en two or mor e rooms and a 
r e mote location, enables messages to bo stored and accessed from both locally and remotely, and 
e nables vi e wing, listening, and recording from a remote location. The system's properties make 
it particularly suitable as a Digital Video Messaging System for, amongst other things, answering 
the door, sophisticated door answering — messaging system. The elements of the system are has 
a DVMS outside module that is a wireless pocket PC with on the exterior. The DVMS modulo 
has a proximity sensor sensing , a video camera, a microphone, a speaker, a digital an RF 
transmitter, a digital an RF receiver, and a keypad;- — Th e system also has a computerized 
controller that is a personal computer with components for plaving and recording video and 
audio media: a DVMS inside module having a screen, a microphone, a speaker, a digital 
transmitte r, a digital receiver, and a keypad: a wireless mode: and a DVMS database application 
with a graphic user interface DVMS database application . The computerized controller is in 
communication with a public switching telephone network enabling , and an RF switching 
d e vic e . Th e RF switching devic e enables communication betwe e n the DVMS modul e and the 
computeriz e d controller. — Th e RF switching devic e can be in c ommunication with other RF 
remote peripheral devices, such as a cell phone, PDA, or computer. The system has a recording 
m e ans for r e cording video and audio communication that is transmitted to and from th e DVMS 
module, and a playing m e ans for playing vid e o and audio communication stor e d on the r e cording 
m e ans, or oth e r storag e d e vices. Th e re is a sp e ak e r on the int e rior, which broadcast when a 
visitor arrives. The system is based on the Microsoft Windows® Mobile 802.1 lb to coordinate 
communication between elements. The database application coordinates the multiple 
> communication devic e s, and it is used to define responses to prompts and events. The proximity 
sensor activates the system when the sensor detects the visitor's presence. This then starts a 
series of prompts and interaction prescribed by the application. The system includes preferably 
also has a DVMS transceiver for short rang e communication with the visitor, and in one 
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e mbodiment, an electrically actuated lock that can be actuated through a code entry or remotely. 
The system enables a visitor to communicate with an occupant either offsite or onsite, where the 
visitor never knows the occupant's location, unless the occupant discloses his location. 



27 



